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what the state of the soul was before it entered that
body; fourthly, what the state of the soul will Jbe
when it is severed from the body by death.*

It will be noticed that while the Pure Brethren
made use of the details of many philosophical systems,
they arranged them after a manner peculiar to them-
selves. The salient feature in their metaphysics is
the vivid distinctness with which they realised the
relations of soul and matter in every form of existing
things. According to their system, the whole uni-
verse is an emanation from Grod, but not a direct
emanation. From God proceeds first a complete
spiritual substance, containing within itself the forms
of all things : this they named Reason. From Reason
emanated an inferior substance, the Universal or All-
soul) whence proceeded primal matter; when this
becomes capable of receiving dimensions it is called
secondary matter, and out of this were formed the
spheres, the earth, and all existing phenomena. All
material things become what they are by the influence
of soul. For soul is a spiritual force of two kinds,
and permeates all matter from the outer sphere to
the centre of the earth. The two kinds of soul-force
are its work-force, which forms and perfects all bodies,
and its intellectual-force, which forms and perfects
the inner being : both forces are sustained by a
perpetual effusion from Reason.

The all-soul is one : but there is no created thing
for which it has not a special force or part-soul. All

* "Makrokosmos," 124-180.